
UNMigrationDev.doc 

 
William B. Roberts 

P.O. Box 10, Rocky Comfort, MO 64861 
 

On the Internet: www.OzarksVoter.info ; www.vocallocal.org ; www.freedomadvocates.org 
 

 

The United Nations Migration and Development Agenda 
 
INTRODUCTION: 
      In previous broadcasts, on The Information Corner, on Freedom 21 Santa Cruz Radio, and 
elsewhere, I have discussed Logical Positivism extensively.  Whenever we are seeking greater 
understanding of documents produced by, and often for, government bodies, it is necessary to 
read with great care.  This is especially true of United Nations publications including both 
Agenda 21 and the Compendium of Recommendations on International Migration and 
Development, which are the focus of this broadcast. 
     In the obfuscatory linguistics of the logical positivist syntactician wherein words become 
merely symbols in a game, the use of a particular word need not infer that the meaning implied 
by its use is that which is being said, nor that which was thought, nor that which was meant, or 
felt by the writer’s use of that word—the word may be nothing more than a symbol in a language 
game—as used, words needn’t stand for or mean anything.  [George Orwell, Alduous Huxley, 
Meta-language.] 
     The recent narrow defeat of Senate Bill 1639 (formerly S.1348) does not close, nor resolve, 
the issue of illegal alien and immigrant invasion of our several states.  Far from it!  It simply 
gives both sides an opportunity to regroup, develop new strategies and prepare for the next 
battle. 
     What I hope to achieve in this broadcast is to impart to the listener a greater understanding of 
the global issue of migration and development.  No amount of border fencing, desert patrolling, 
videotaping, demonstration and protesting is going to stop the tide of immigration into America.  
These are, if I may, temporary, individual solutions to what is truly a global problem.  Gaining a 
better understanding of global issues, we become more effective as problem solvers, accelerating 
our progress toward true solutions; that is, by curing the disease globalism, the symptoms 
manifest in uncontrolled immigration cure themselves. 
     We will first look to the past by consulting the encyclopedia and other references, and then 
consult the dictionary defining a few terms, and finally, explore relevant sections of the United 
Nations’ Agenda 21 and Compendium of Recommendations on International Migration and 
Development texts. 
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HISTORICAL BACKROUND: 
 
     Immigration is the entrance into an alien country of persons intending to take part in the life 
of that country and to make it their more or less permanent residence.  Emigration is to leave a 
country or region to settle in another country.  Migration is the moving from one country or 
locality to another, more as a periodic wandering; as, from one climate or feeding ground to 
another. 
     Words have meaning and their meanings are as important as are how they are used.  I will 
emphasize certain words as they are introduced to alert the listener of their importance in our 
study. 
     European immigration into distant lands has been part of the economic and social structure of 
the western world since the modern colonizing movement, which started in the sixteenth century. 
It was the means by which European culture was spread into the undeveloped regions of the 
world and since the development of these regions into independent nations or dominions it has 
served to redistribute population between the old, congested, and the new, sparsely settled, 
countries. Both in volume and intensity, the problems produced by the entrance of alien peoples 
into a different land, immigration assumed its greatest importance in the nineteenth and twentieth 
centuries. 
     Whenever areas of greater and less advantage lie within access of each other and govern-
mental regulation does not intervene, migration toward the more favored spots will tend to take 
place both within a single country and internationally.  The position on the western American 
frontier of the migrant from the eastern seaboard was often similar to that of his neighbor who 
had come from overseas. Likewise those who leave farms to seek their fortunes in industrial and 
urban centers within their own country must frequently make much the same economic 
adjustments as peasant immigrants entering the same centers.  The difficulties of cultural 
adjustment are, however, greatly augmented for the immigrant by: 1) the distance traveled, 2) the 
change in his political status, and 3) the cultural differences of the new environment.  Where 
close proximity, similarity of cultural conditions and international harmony prevail, as between 
the United States and Canada, immigration has practically the same characteristics as internal 
migration.  Though neighbors, the United States and Mexico are culturally dissimilar. 
     The direction of immigrant flow is determined by the lure of opportunity, real or imagined.  
Although enslavement or forced immigration has many of the same results as immigration, the 
latter movement is essentially a voluntary one involving active planning and conscious choice on 
the part of the immigrant.  This quality of choice sets him apart from the majority of his 
countrymen, who accept the conditions of their homeland.  Whereas emigration usually results 
from some sort of maladjustment [often political-émigré, genocide, war, famine, natural disaster] 
produced by unfavorable home conditions, the direction of immigration is determined by 
expectation and the receiving country is affected by the immigrant psychology of hope and 
confidence. 
     The type of opportunity most generally sought is economic; the number of immigrants 
actuated by other than economic motives is proportionately small.  The immigrant receiving 
countries are therefore those offering the richest economic opportunities in agricultural or 
industrial activity. 
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     The effectiveness of economic advantage in drawing immigration depends upon the factors, 
which facilitate or obstruct the process of transfer from one country to another.  Primary among 
these is the ease of travel, a condition especially important in oversea settlement.  The sharp rise 
in the volume of immigration in the later decades of the nineteenth century reflects the 
promptness with which migration responds to improved transportation [NASCO Corridor?].  
While travel affects the volume, conditions facilitating adjustment in the new country influence 
the direction of immigration [Cities of Refuge, barrios, ghettos]. 
     Similarity of culture and even more the presence of countrymen, friends or relatives draw 
immigrants to particular localities.  Political and religious liberties attract refugees from 
persecution.  Experience in a specific occupation and occupational bias exert a directive 
influence [Computer programmers from India?].  The bulk of immigrants, however, have not 
been artisans or industrial workers.  It is clear that the overwhelming body of immigrants have 
been agricultural workers, general laborers and domestic servants, generally drawn from rural 
regions.  Their immigration represents an occupational drift from agriculture into industry, a shift 
that has seldom been reversed. 
     Immigration is sensitive to variation in economic advantage as reflected in the business cycle.  
When the industry of a country is in a depressed condition, immigration is checked, while at the 
same time emigration is stimulated [Out sourcing, brain-drain].  This effect showed itself 
conspicuously in Argentina beginning in 1914 when poor business conditions and extensive 
unemployment not only reduced the volume of immigrants greatly but also actually reversed the 
direction of flow, so that the country became an emigrant sending instead of an immigrant 
receiving country.  The same shift has occurred in the United States where the depressions of 
1907, 1921, and that beginning in 1929 have each produced and excess of emigrants over 
immigrants. 
     Sometimes almost a whole village migrates piecemeal to another country, though the general 
movement is highly individualistic, for the immigrant is drawn from among the ambitious that 
seek personal advancement and the misfits who seek escape.  The character of particular 
immigrants is determined by the circumstances producing emigration rather than the conditions 
attracting immigrants.  Where a minority group has a particularly unfavorable status in the 
country of egress, those who immigrate may represent a cross section of the group; this has seen 
conspicuously true of Jewish and Armenian immigration. 
     The conditions forcing egress also determine in a large measure the age and sex composition 
of the group and its rate of permanence or repatriation. Italian immigration has constituted the 
largest single element in the European immigrant stream during the twentieth century. Far from a 
representative cross section of the Italian community, it was drawn overwhelmingly from low 
economic levels.    Since Italian immigration was almost wholly economic in motivation and did 
not represent a desire for change of habitat it contained a preponderance of males, and the 
proportion repatriated from 1902 to 1924 amounted to 62.8 percent of those going out.  Among 
the Irish the sexes were almost evenly distributed, the female immigrants being drawn by the 
opportunities for domestic service; the Irish rate of repatriation from the United States between 
1908 and 1923 amounted to only 11 percent, while the returning Jews have been estimated at 5 
percent. 
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     The nature of the impact of immigration upon the country of ingress depends upon the 
economic and social development of that country and the degree of similarity between the 
immigrants and the native group in economic equipment [capacity], living standards and cultural 
characteristics.  These problems of social adaptation and of cultural transfer constitute the chief 
human issues involved in immigration.  Although immigration of workers drawn from industry is 
replacing immigration from land to shop to an ever-greater extent and although immigration for 
agricultural settlement still persists in South America, Australia and Canada, the history of 
modern immigration has been that of the increasing dominance of the land to industry type with 
the single outstanding of the Jewish group.  This trend has complicated the problem of cultural 
transfer, for adaptation is more difficult under urban than under rural conditions.  Although 
settlers are frequently on the move for new land to exploit, their act of immigration is a 
commitment to a new place and way of life from which they do not look to return.  The factory 
worker by contrast has a much smaller stake in his job, his life is much less dependent upon 
permanence than is that of the rural settler and his movements respond with great sensitiveness 
to conditions of the labor market. 
     With the transfer of a peasant people to foreign industrial centers the usual strains set up by 
industrialization are increased by the pressure of alien speech and alien mores.  In rural regions 
their traditional language can easily be maintained and the inherited customs can remain largely 
undisturbed. The city immigrant, however, is brought into close and active contact with the alien 
cultures of the country of ingress and with those of immigrants from other countries. 
     In industrial centers the immigrant is peculiarly subject to exploitation and is often 
unwittingly the tool by which the employer of native labor seeks to lower the standards of that 
labor.  The disparity between conditions in the old and the new environment, differences in both 
real wages and money wages, as well as the different position which money occupies in an 
industrial as against a rural community, all make wages below those which the native element 
demands appear generous to the inexperienced foreigner.  Similarly, the newcomer accepts bad 
working conditions fought by native labor because they compare favorably with those to which 
he has been accustomed. 
     As a foil for labor organization the foreigner is useful to the native exploiter or employer.  
Labor organization is checked by mixing nationalities to prevent communication, by pitting 
immigrant groups against one another, by playing upon Old World antipathies and by using 
immigrants as strikebreakers. The most extreme forms of exploitation often come through the 
immigrant’s own countrymen who have immigrated at an earlier date an who as padroni, 
foremen, saloon keepers or “boarding houses” often impose upon the newcomers in ways the 
native employer would not know. 
     The least desirable jobs are assigned to the immigrant, and because immigrants perform these 
they are regarded as “foreigners’ work” and native labor refuses to engage in them unless no 
other jobs are available.  In the United States supporters of free immigration argued because of 
this, that the nation’s disagreeable work would not get done if the supply of willing immigrants 
were cut off. 
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     Immigration tends to delay the process of mechanization of industry by keeping a human 
supply cheaper than the cost of mechanical development.  [Agenda 21, 7.69(e)]    
     Immigration is normally attracted to places where there is a labor shortage, and for this reason 
employers usually welcome immigrant labor.  Whenever there is or threatens to be an excess 
labor supply either in a single trade or in general, conflict between immigrant and native groups 
ensues.  The immigrant is in an especially weak position in times of crises; in the United States 
he has been made the scapegoat for them since 1830.  The powers of deportation were invoked 
and unemployed immigrants deported as public charges during the crisis following 1929.   
     The social status of the immigrant results from the combination of cultural differences and 
economic status.  His isolation from the life of the community which he enters is based on his 
low economic position, which in turn becomes associated in the minds of the natives with the 
nationality to which he belongs or with foreigners as a class, so that the representatives of that 
nationality are assumed to be of low class and therefore socially undesirable.  The social 
atmosphere surrounding the immigrant is thus surcharged with prejudice associated with his 
economic condition.  The poverty of the bulk of an immigrant group in fact distinguishes the 
immigrant completely from other members of his nationality, so that any sympathy that may be 
felt for his fellow countrymen on their native soil is not extended to him. 
     The problem of the transfer of immigrant cultures varies with the degree of divergence 
between the incoming and the native group. The shift in the source of most European immigrants 
from northern and western to southern and eastern Europe toward the close of the nineteenth 
century accentuated for the British dominions and the United States the problems involved in the 
transfer of immigrant cultures.  [Edited, modified, and condensed for brevity and pertinence.]  
 Source:  Encyclopedia of the Social Sciences, Caroline F. Ware, 1932, McMillan 
Company, Reissued November 1937, Vol. VII, pg. 587-590. 
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DEFINITIONS: 
alien, n. A person who resides within the borders of a country but is not a citizen or subject of 
that country; a person not owing allegiance to a particular nation. 

illegal alien. An alien who enters a country at the wrong time or place, eludes an 
examination by officials, obtains entry by fraud, or enters into a sham marriage to evade 
immigration laws. 
nonresident alien. A person who is neither a resident nor a citizen of the United States. 
resident alien. An alien who has a legally established domicile in the United States. 
[pg.29.] 

  
immigrant.  A person who arrives in a country to settle there permanently; a person who 
immigrates.  Cf. EMIGRANT. 
 
immigration, n.  The act of entering a country with the intention of settling there permanently. 
—immigrate, vb. –immigrant, n.  Cf. EMIGRATION. 
 
Immigration and Nationality Act. A comprehensive federal law regulating immigration, 
naturalization, and the exclusion of aliens.  [Also termed the Nationality Act] 8 USCA §§ 1101-
1537. 
 
Immigration and Naturalization Service.  A U.S. Department of Justice agency that 
administers the Immigration and Nationality Act and operates the U.S. Border Patrol.  –Abbr. 
INS.  [Pg. 329] 
 Source:  Black’s Law Dictionary, Second Pocket Ed., 1996, West Publishing Co., pages 
as shown [ ] above. 
 
alien, n. A person who resides within the borders of a country but is not a citizen or subject of 
that country; a person not owing allegiance to a particular nation. ǒ In the United States, an alien 
is a person who was born outside the jurisdiction of the United States, who is subject to some 
foreign government, and who has not been naturalized under U.S. law. 

alien immigrant. See IMMIGRANT. 
illegal alien.  An alien who enters a country at the wrong time or place, eludes an 
examination by officials, obtains entry by fraud, or enters into a sham marriage to evade 
immigration laws.  Also termed undocumented alien. 
undocumented alien. See illegal alien.  [Pg. 79] 

 
immigrant.  A person who arrives in a country to settle there permanently; a person who 
immigrates.  Cf. EMIGRANT. 
 alien immigrant.  An immigrant who has not yet been naturalized. 
 
Immigration and Naturalization Service.  A former U.S. Department of Justice agency that 
administered the Immigration and Nationality Act and operated the U.S. Border Patrol. —Abbr. 
INS.  See U.S. CITIZENSHIP AND IMMIGRATION SERVICE.  [Pg. 765] 
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migrant worker.  1. Int’l law.  A person who works seasonally as an agricultural laborer in a 
foreign country, esp. in agricultural labor. 2. A person who works seasonally as a laborer in a 
different part of his or her own country. 
 
developing country.  Int’l law. A country that is not economically or politically advanced as the 
main industrial powers. ǒ Developing countries are located mostly in Africa, Asia, Eastern 
Europe, the Middle East, and Latin and South America. –Also termed developing state; 
underdeveloped country; less developed country; Third World country. 

“Pertinent terminology has undergone extensive changes in the past 40 years.  At the very start, 
before the category found its way into official texts, economic and political writings referred mainly to 
‘poor’ or ‘backward’ countries. In the late 1940’s, the term ‘underdeveloped countries’ came into 
common usage in economic literature and in the jargon of international organizations.  It was replaced 
in the 1950’s by the term ‘less developed countries,’ for which the current ‘developing countries’ was 
eventually substituted.  These terms are essentially interchangeable as they refer to the same group 
and kind of countries.  However, variations in the use of them reflect significant changes in the 
perception of the central issue, namely economic development, as well as responses to justified 
sensitivities on the part of the countries principally concerned.”  A.A. Fatouros, “Developing States,” in 
1 Encyclopedia of Public International Law 1017 (1992). 

 
development.  1.  A human-created change to improved or unimproved real estate, including 
buildings or other structures, mining, dredging, filling, grading, paving, excavating, and drilling.  
2. An activity, action, or alteration that changes undeveloped property into developed property.  
[Pg. 482] 
 
migration. Movement (of people or animals) from one country or region to another.  [Pg. 1013] 
 Source:  Black’s Law Dictionary, Eighth Ed., 2004, West, a Thomson business, pages as 
shown [ ] above. 
 
emigration/émigré. 
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Agenda 21: Programme of Action for Sustainable Development 
     The final text of agreements negotiated by Governments at the United Nations Conference on 
Environment and Development (UNCED) 3-14 June 1992, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 

United Nations Publication: Sales No. E.93.I.11  http://unp.un.org 
  
 

Chapter 38. International Institutional arrangements 
BASIS FOR ACTION 
38.1 The mandate of the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development emanates 
from General Assembly resolution 44/228, in which the Assembly, inter alia, affirmed that the 
Conference should elaborate strategies and measures to halt and reverse the effects of 
environmental degradation in the context of increased national and international efforts to 
promote sustainable and environmentally sound development in all countries and that the 
promotion of economic growth in developing countries is essential to address problems of 
environmental degradation.  The intergovernmental follow-up to the Conference process shall be 
within the framework of the United Nations [Beast] system, with the General Assembly being 
the supreme policy making forum [Supreme Ruler of the Universe] that would provide overall 
guidance to Governments, the United Nations system and relevant treaty bodies.  At the same 
time, Governments, as well as regional economic and technical cooperation organizations, have a 
responsibility to play an important role in the follow-up to the Conference.  Their commitments 
and actions should be adequately supported by the United Nations system and multilateral 
financial institutions.  Thus, national and international efforts would mutually benefit from one 
another. 
38.2 In fulfilling the mandate of the Conference, there is a need for institutional arrangements 
within the United Nations system in conformity with, and providing input into, the restructuring 
and revitalization of the United Nations in the economic, social, and related fields, and the 
overall reform of the United Nations, including ongoing changes in the Secretariat.  In the spirit 
of reform and revitalization of the United Nations system, implementation of Agenda 21 and 
other conclusions of the Conference shall be based on an action- and result-oriented approach 
and consistent with the principles of universality [Catholic], democracy, transparency, cost-
effectiveness and accountability.  [The reinvention of global government!] 
 
INSTITUTIONAL STRUCTURE 
B) ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL 
38.10 The Economic and Social Council, in the context of its role under the Charter [of the 
United Nations] vis-à-vis the General Assembly and the ongoing restructuring and revitalization 
of the United Nations in the economic, social and related fields, would assist the General 
Assembly by overseeing system-wide coordination in the implementation of Agenda 21 and 
making recommendations in this regard. 



Page 9 
 
Chapter 39. International legal instruments and mechanisms 
BASIS FOR ACTION 
39.1 The following vital aspects of the universal [Catholic], multilateral and bilateral treaty-
making process should be taken into account: 
(a) The further development of international law on sustainable development, giving special 
attention to the delicate balance [Earth in the Balance—Gore] between environmental and 
developmental concerns; [Nature Conservancy, Sierra Club, World Wildlife Federation] 
(e) Future projects for the progressive development and codification of international law on 
sustainable development should take into account the ongoing work of the International Law 
Commission [Cf. Uniform Law Commission—Uniform Commercial Code, model legislation, 
model codes, uniform laws/acts, etc.]. 
 
 
Chapter 7. Promoting sustainable human settlement development 
 
G) PROMOTING SUSTAINABLE CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY ACTIVITIES 
 
ACTIVITIES 
7.69 All countries should, as appropriate and in accordance with national plans, objectives and 
priorities: 
(e) Promote the use of labour intensive construction and maintenance technologies which 
generate employment in the construction sector for the underemployed labour force found in 
most large cities, while at the same time promoting the development of skills in the construction 
sector. 
 
Chapter 5. Demographic dynamics and sustainability 
B) STRENGTHENING RESEARCH PROGRAMMES THAT INTEGRATE POPULATON, 
ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT 
5.4 There is a need to develop strategies to mitigate both the adverse impact on the environment 
of human activity and the adverse impact of environmental change on human populations. The 
world’s population is expected to exceed 8 billion by the year 2020.  Sixty percent of the world’s 
population already live in coastal areas, while 65 per cent of cities with populations above 2.5 
million are located along the world coasts; several of them are already at or below sea level. 
 
5.9 Better modeling capabilities should be developed, identifying the range of possible outcomes 
of current human activities, especially the interrelated impact of demographic trends and factors, 
per capita resource use and wealth distribution, as well as the major migration flows that may be 
expected with increasing climatic events and cumulative environmental change that may destroy 
people’s livelihoods. 
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Chapter 4.  Changing consumption patterns 
PROGRAMME AREAS 
A) FOCUSING ON UNSUSTAINABLE PATTERNS OF PRODUCTION & 
CONSUMPTION  
BASIS FOR ACTION 
4.3 Poverty and environmental degradation are closely interrelated.  While poverty results in 
certain kinds of environmental stress, the major cause of the continued deterioration of the global 
environment is the unsustainable pattern of consumption and production, particularly in 
industrialized countries, which is a matter of grave concern, aggravating poverty and imbalances. 
 
4.5  . . .Although consumption patterns are very high in certain parts of the world, the basic 
consumer needs of a large section of humanity are not being met.  This results in excessive 
demands and unsustainable lifestyles among the richer segments, which place stress on the 
environment.  The poorer segments, meanwhile, are unable to meet food, health care, shelter, and 
educational needs.  Changing consumption patterns will require a multipronged strategy focused 
on DEMAND, meeting the basic needs of the poor, and reducing wastage and the use of finite 
resources in the production process. 
 
4. 6   . . .More needs to be known about the role of consumption in relation to economic growth 
and population dynamics in order to formulate coherent international and national policies. 
 
Chapter 2. International cooperation to accelerate sustainable 
development in developing countries and related domestic policies 
PROGRAMME AREAS 
D) ENCOURAGING ECONOMIC POLICIES CONDUCIVE TO SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT 
BASIS FOR ACTION 
2.31 The unfavourable external environment facing developing countries makes domestic 
resource mobilization and efficient allocation of domestically mobilized resources all the more 
important for the promotion of sustainable development.  In a number of countries, policies are 
necessary to correct misdirected public spending, large budget deficits, and other macro-
economic imbalances, restrictive policies and distortions in the areas of exchange rates, 
investment and finance, and obstacles to entrepreneurship.  In developed countries, continuing 
policy reform and adjustment, including appropriate savings rates, would help generate resources 
to support the transition to sustainable development both domestically and in developing 
countries. 
2.32 Good management that fosters the association of effective, efficient, honest, equitable, and 
accountable public administration with individual rights and opportunities is an essential element 
for sustainable, broadly based development and sound economic performance at all development 
levels. 
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Chapter 1. Preamble 
1.1 Humanity stands at a defining moment in history.  We are confronted with a perpetuation of 
disparities between and within nations, a worsening of poverty, hunger, ill health and illiteracy, 
and the continuing deterioration of the ecosystems on which we depend for our well-being.  
However, integration of environment and development concerns and greater attention to them 
will lead to the fulfillment of basic needs, improved living standards for all, better protected and 
managed ecosystems and a safer, more prosperous future.  No nation can achieve this on its own; 
but together we can—in a global partnership for sustainable development. 
 
1.2 This global partnership must build on the premises of General Assembly resolution 44/228 of 
22 December 1989, which was adopted when the nations of the world called for the United 
Nations Conference on Environment and Development, and on the acceptance of the need to take 
a balanced and integrated approach to environment and development questions. 
 
1.6   . . .Agenda 21 is a dynamic programme.  It will be carried out by the various actors 
according to the different situations, capacities and priorities of countries and regions in full 
respect of all the principles contained in the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development.  
It could evolve over time in the light of changing needs and circumstances.  This process marks 
the beginning of a new global partnership for sustainable development. 
 
Rio Declaration on Environment and Development 
Having met at Rio de Janeiro from 3 to 14 June 1992, 
 
Reaffirming the Declaration of the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment, 
adopted on 16 June 1972, and seeking to build upon it, 
 
With the goal of establishing a new and equitable global partnership through the creation of new 
levels of cooperation among States, key sectors of societies and people, 
 
Working towards international agreements which respect the interests of all and protect the 
integrity of the global environmental and developmental systems. 
 
Recognizing the integral and interdependent nature of the Earth, our home, 
 
Proclaims that: 
 
PRINCIPLE 1 
Human beings are at the centre of concerns for sustainable development.  They are entitled to a 
healthy and productive life in harmony with nature. 
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PRINCIPLE 3 
The right to development must be fulfilled so as to equitably meet developmental and 
environmental needs of present and future generations. 
 
PRINCIPLE 5 
All States and all people shall cooperate in the essential task of eradicating poverty as an 
indispensable requirement for sustainable development, in order to decrease the disparities in 
standards of living and better meet the needs of the majority of the people of the world. 
 
[There are 27 principles in the Rio Declaration.] 
 
Foreword 
“Humanity today is in the midst of a profound civilizational change.” 
 
“Industrialists, economists, financiers, engineers, scientists—those, who, in truth, hold the levers 
of economic power and change—have joined the constituency of earnest environmentalists in a 
commitment to the fulfillment of the hopes and aspirations engendered by Rio.” 

Maurice F. Strong, Secretary-General 
United Nations Conference on Environment and Development 

 Source: Agenda 21 [referenced above]. 
 
 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
    On December 10, 1948, the General Assembly of the United Nations adopted and proclaimed 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the full text of which appears in the following 
pages.  Following this historic act, the Assembly called upon all Member countries to publicize 
the text of the Declaration and “to cause it to be disseminated, displayed, read and expounded 
principally in schools and other educational institutions, without distinction based on the 
political status of countries or territories.” 
 
Whereas . . ., 
Whereas . . ., 
Whereas it is essential, if man is not to be compelled to have recourse, as a last recourse, as a last 
resort, to rebellion against tyranny and oppression, that human rights should be protected by the 
rule of law, 
Whereas . . ., 
Whereas . . ., 
Whereas . . ., 
Whereas a common understanding of these rights and freedoms is of the greatest importance for 
the full realization of this pledge, 
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Now, Therefore 
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
proclaims 
THIS UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS 
as a common standard of achievement for all peoples and all nations, . . .  . 
Article 1. All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights.  They are 

endowed with reason and conscience and should act towards one another in a 
spirit of brotherhood. 

Article 2. Everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth in this Declaration, 
without distinction of any kind, . . . 

Article 3.  Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of person. 
Article 13. (1) Everyone has the right to freedom of movement and residence within the 

borders of each State. 
(2) Everyone has the right to leave any country, including his own, and to return 
to his country. 

Article 14. (1) Everyone has the right to seek and to enjoy in other countries asylum from 
persecution. 

 (2) This right may not be invoked in the case of prosecutions genuinely arising 
from nonpolitical crimes or from acts contrary to the purposes and principles of 
the United Nations. 

Article 15. (1) Everyone has the right to a nationality. 
 (2) No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his nationality nor denied the right to 

change his nationality. 
Article 17. (1) Everyone has the right to own property alone as well as in association with 

others. 
 (2) No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his property. 
Article 30. Nothing in this declaration may be interpreted as implying for any State, group or 

person any right to engage in any activity or to perform any act aimed at the 
destruction of any of the rights and freedoms set forth herein. 

 Source:  Black’s Law Dictionary, Eighth Ed., 2004, West, a Thomson business, 
pgs. 1783 –1787. 
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Compendium of Recommendations 
on International Migration and Development: 

The United Nations Development Agenda 
and the Global Commission on International Migration Compared 

Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population Division, United Nations Publications, 
New York, 2006, Sales No. E.06.XIII.7, www.unp.un.org 

The Population Division of the Department of Economic and Social Affairs of the United 
Nations Secretariat can be accessed at their world wide web site: www.unpopulation.org 

 
DESA 
The Department of Economic and Social Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat is a vital 
interface between global policies in the economic, social and environmental spheres and national 
action. The Department works in three main interlinked areas: (i) it compiles, generates and 
analyses a wide range of economic, social and environmental data and information on which 
States Members of the United Nations draw to review common problems and take stock of 
policy options; (ii) it facilitates the negotiations of Member States in many intergovernmental 
bodies on joint courses of action to address ongoing or emerging global challenges; and (iii) it 
advises interested Governments on the ways and means of translating policy frameworks 
developed in United Nations conferences and summits into programmes at the country level and, 
through technical assistance, helps builds national capacities. [Pg. ii.] 
 

PREFACE 
The Population Division of the Department of Economic and Social Affairs of the United 
Nations Secretariat is responsible for providing the international community with timely and 
reliable information on population and development.  The Population Division provides guidance 
on population and development issues, including those related to international migration, to the 
General Assembly, the Economic and Social Council, and the Commission on Population and 
Development.  In particular, the Population Division is responsible for the substantive 
preparation of the high-level dialogue on international migration and development the General 
Assembly will conduct in September 2006. 
     In the United Nations, a series of inter-governmental conferences and summits convened 
mostly since 1990 have made a number of commitments and recommendations related to 
international migration.  This report provides the complete set of texts relating to international 
migration, extracted from the outcome documents of the United Nations conferences and 
summits.  Consequently, this compilation permits to assess in which areas there is already 
consensus regarding measures that can improve the benefits of international migration and 
address its drawbacks. [More. Pg. iii.] 
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INTRODUCTION 
     Since 1990, the United Nations has convened a series of international conferences and 
summits where Governments have made a number of commitments and adopted a series of 
outcome documents calling for action in a number of domains with the objective of improving 
the well-being of the world’s population and attaining sustained and sustainable development.  
Taken as a whole, the outcomes of the various conferences and summits constitute the United 
Nations Development Agenda. [More. Pg. 3.] 
 
     Since 1990, the prominence of international migration on the international agenda has been 
rising, with the result that Governments have been actively seeking novel ways of addressing the 
issues and concerns it raises.  In preparation for the high-level dialogue on international 
migration and development it is therefore of interest to consider the totality of principles, 
objectives, commitments and recommendations related to international migration that Member 
States have adopted.  Clearly, as the world prepares to consider the relevance of international 
migration for development at the United Nations, easy availability of the material included in 
this report will prove useful. Furthermore, the compilation presented in this report proves that, in 
constructing the United Nations Development Agenda, Member States have continually 
accorded an important place to international migration issues and have already developed a solid 
basis for the action. [More. Pg. 5.] 
 

United Nations World Population Conference 
Bucharest, Rumania, August 19-30, 1974 

WORLD POPULATION PLAN OF ACTION 
 

A. BACKGROUND TO THE PLAN 
[…] 
10. For some countries international migration may be, in certain circumstances, an instrument of 
population policy.  At least two types of international migration are of considerable concern to 
many countries in the world: the movement of migrant workers with limited skills, and the 
movement of skilled workers and professionals.  Movements of the former often involve large 
numbers and raise such questions as the fair and proper treatment in countries of immigration, 
the breaking up of families and other social and economic questions in countries of both 
emigration and immigration.  The migration of skilled workers and professional results in a 
“brain-drain”, often from less developed countries to more developed countries, which is at 
present of considerable concern to many countries and to the international community as a 
whole.  The number of instruments on these subjects and the increased involvement of 
international organizations reflect international awareness of these problems. 
[…]  [Pg. 15.] 
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C. RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ACTION 
1. Population goals and policies 

(a) Population growth 
[…] 
18. Countries which aim at achieving moderate or low population growth should try to achieve it 
through a low level of birth and death rates.  Countries wishing to increase their rate of 
population growth should, when mortality is high, concentrate efforts on the reduction of 
mortality, and where appropriate, encourage an increase in fertility and encourage immigration. 
[…] [Pg. 15.] 
 
(e) International migration 
[…] 
53. Problems of refugees and displaced persons arising from forced migration, including their 
right of return to homes and properties, should also be settled in accordance with the relevant 
principles of the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and 
other international instruments. 
[…] 
 
54. Countries that are concerned with the outflow of migrant workers and wish to encourage and 
assist those remaining workers or returning workers should make particular efforts to create 
favourable employment opportunities at the national level.  More developed countries should co-
operate, bilaterally or through regional organizations and the international community, with less 
developed countries, to achieve these goals through the increased availability of capital, technical 
assistance, export markets and more favourable terms of trade and choice of production 
technology. 
 
55. Countries receiving migrant workers should provide proper treatment and adequate social 
services for them and their families, and should ensure their physical safety and security, in 
conformity with the provisions of the relevant conventions and recommendations of the 
International Labour Organization and other international instruments. 
 
56. Specifically, in the treatment of migrant workers, Governments should work to prevent 
discrimination in the labour market and in society through lower salaries or other unequal 
conditions, to preserve the human rights, to combat prejudice against them and to eliminate 
obstacles to the reunion of their families.  Governments should enable permanent immigrants to 
preserve their cultural heritage inter alia through the use of their mother tongue.  Laws to limit 
illegal immigration should relate not only to the illegal migrants themselves but also to those 
inducing or facilitating their illegal action and should be promulgated in conformity with 
international law and basic human rights.  Governments should bear in mind humanitarian 
considerations in the treatment of aliens who remain in a country illegally. 
[…] 
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60. Where immigration has proved to be of long-term nature, countries are invited to explore the 
possibilities of extending national civil rights to immigrants. 
 
61. The flow of skilled workers, technicians and professionals from more developed to less 
developed countries may be considered a form of international co-operation.  Countries in a 
position to do so should continue and increase this flow with full respect for the sovereignty and 
equality of recipient countries. 
 
62. Countries affected by significant numbers of migrant workers are urged, if they have not yet 
done so, to conclude bilateral or multilateral agreements [SPP] which would regulate migration, 
protect and assist migrant workers, and protect the interest of the countries concerned. The 
International Labour Organization should promote concerted action in the field of protection of 
migrant worker, and the United Nations Commission on Human Rights should help, as 
appropriate, to ensure the fundamental rights of migrants are safeguarded. 
[…] [More. Pgs. 16-17.] 
 

3. Promotion of knowledge and policies 
[…] 
(b) Research 
78. (f)  The formation, implementation and evaluation of population policies including: methods 
for integrating population inputs and goals in development plans and programmes; means for 
understanding and improving the motivations of people to participate in the formulation and 
implementation of population programmes; study of education and communication aspects of 
population policy; analysis of population policies in their relationship to other socio-economic 
development policies, laws and institutions, including the possible influences of the economic 
system on the social, cultural and economic aspects of population policies; translation into action 
programmes of policies dealing with the socio-economic aspects of population policies; 
translation into action programmes of policies dealing with the socio-economic determinants of 
fertility, mortality, internal migration and distribution and international migration; 
[…] 
     (n) The interrelations of population trends and conditions and other social and economic 
variables, in particular the availability of human resources, food and natural resources, the 
quality of the environment, the need for health, education, employment, welfare, housing and 
other social services and amenities, promotion of human rights, the enhancement of the status of 
women, the need for social security, political stability, discrimination, and political freedom; 
[Pg.18.] 
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International Conference on Population 
Mexico City, August 6-14, 1984 

Recommendation 51 
Governments of countries of origin and receiving countries should encourage and promote the 
widest dissemination, inter alia, through the mass media, of information aimed at promoting 
public understanding of and preventing any activity prejudicial to the contribution of 
documented migrant workers to economic development and cultural interchange. 
 
c) Undocumented migrants 
 
30. The World Plan of Action recommends that Governments bear in mind humanitarian 
considerations in the treatment of undocumented migrants (paragraph 56).  Owing to the 
irregularity of their situation, undocumented migrants are particularly vulnerable to exploitation 
and mistreatment.  It is therefore urgent that their basic human rights and fundamental freedoms 
be universally recognized and that they enjoy international protection as well as the protection of 
receiving countries within the framework of bilateral conventions.  The widest recognition of the 
rights of all migrant workers and the effective safeguarding of these rights will tend to 
discourage exploitation of undocumented migrants, particularly exploitation in the sphere of 
employment, by employers who wish to reap the benefits of unfair competition.  For the purpose 
of the following recommendations, undocumented migrants are persons who have not fulfilled 
all the legal requirements of the State in which they find themselves for admission, stay or 
exercise of economic activity. 
 
Recommendation 52 
All measures adopted or implemented by countries of departure and of arrival to reduce the 
illegal entry, stay or employment of undocumented migrants (including amnesties, other 
regularization schemes, border controls and deportations) should respect their basic human 
rights. [Pg. 21.] 
 

International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) 
Cairo, September 5-13, 1994 

Chapter X 
International Migration 

A. International migration and development 
Basis for action 
10.1 International economic, political and cultural interrelations play an important role in the 
flow of people between countries, whether they are developing, developed or with economies in 
transition.  In its diverse types, international migration is linked to such interrelations and both 
affects and is affected by the development process.  International economic imbalances, poverty 
and environmental degradation, combined with the absence of peace and security, human rights 
violations and the varying degrees of development of judicial and democratic institutions are all 
factors affecting international migration.  Although most international migration flows occur 
between neighbouring countries, interregional migration, particularly that directed to developed 



Page 19 
 
 countries, has been growing.  It is estimated that the number of international migrants in the 
world, including refugees, is in excess of 125 million, about half of them in the developing 
countries.  In recent years, the main receiving countries in the developed world registered a net 
migration intake of approximately 2.4 million persons annually, about two thirds of whom 
originated in developing countries.   Orderly international migration can have positive impacts 
on both the communities of origin and the communities of destination, providing the former with 
remittances and the latter with needed human resources.  International migration also has the 
potential of facilitating the transfer of skills and contributing to cultural enrichment [cultural 
degradation?].  However, international migration entails the loss of human resources for many 
countries of origin and may give rise to political, economic or social tensions in countries of 
destination.  To be effective, international migration policies need to take into account the 
economic constraints of the receiving country, the impact of migration on the host society and its 
effects on countries of origin.  The long-term manageability of international migration hinges on 
making the option to remain in one’s country [Nation? Nationality?] a viable one for all people.  
Sustainable economic growth with equity and development strategies consistent with this aim are 
[sic] a necessary means to that end.  In addition, more effective use can be made of the potential 
contribution that expatriate nationals can make to the economic development of their countries of 
origin. [Pg. 25.] 
 
Actions 
[…] 
10.4 Governments of countries of origin wishing to foster the inflow of remittances and their 
productive use for development should adopt sound exchange rate, monetary and economic 
policies, facilitate the provision of banking facilities that enable the safe and timely transfer of 
migrants’ funds, and promote the conditions necessary to increase domestic savings and channel 
them into productive investments.  [Pg. 26.] 
 

B. Documented migrants 
Basis for action 
10.9 Documented migrants are those who satisfy all the legal requirements to enter, stay and, if 
applicable, hold employment in the country of destination.  In some countries, many documented 
migrants have, over time, acquired the right to long-term residence.  In such cases, the 
integration of documented migrants into the host society is generally desirable, and for that 
purpose it is important to extend to them the same social, economic and legal rights as those 
enjoyed by citizens, in accordance with national legislation.  The family reunification of 
documented migrants is an important factor in international migration.  It is also important to 
protect the documented migrants and their families from racism, ethnocentrism and xenophobia, 
and to respect their physical integrity, dignity, religious beliefs and cultural values.  . . .The 
remittances of documented migrants to their countries of origin often constitute a very important 
source of foreign exchange and are instrumental in improving the well-being of relatives left 
behind.  [Pg. 27.] 
Question: How are documented migrants created? Visa and/or amnesty!  Also, consider the hate 
crime legislation as part of the migration and development agenda. 
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C. Undocumented migrants 
Basis for action 
10.15. It is the right of every nation State to decide who can enter and stay in its territory and 
under what conditions.  Such right, however, should be exercised taking care to avoid racist or 
xenophobic actions and policies.  Undocumented or irregular migrants are persons who do not 
fulfil the requirements established by the country of destination to enter, stay or exercise an 
economic activity. Given that pressures for migration are growing in a number of developing 
countries, especially since their labour force continues to increase, undocumented or irregular 
migration is expected to rise.  [Pg. 29.] 
Note: The balance of this subhead defines the “rights of every nation State” in a “could” of, 
“would” of, or “should” of manner. 
 
10.27 Governments are urged to abide by international law concerning refugees. [Pg. 31.] 
 

Chapter XI 
Population, Development and Education 

A. Education, population and sustainable development 
[…] 
11.2 Education is a key factor in sustainable development: it is at the same time a component of 
well-being and a factor in the development of well-being through its links with demographic as 
well as economic and social factors.  Education is also a means to enable the individual to gain 
access to knowledge, which is a precondition for coping, by anyone wishing to do so, with 
today’s complex world.  The reduction of fertility, morbidity and mortality rates, the 
empowerment of women, the improvement in the quality of the working population and the 
promotion of genuine democracy are largely assisted by progress in education.  The integration 
of migrants is also facilitated by universal access to education, which respects the religious and 
cultural backgrounds of migrants. […] [Pg. 32.] 
Note:  Now the UN dictates the curriculum (propagenda) of education as well as the laws of 
States. 
 

World Summit for Children 
New York, September 29-30, 1990 

CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD 
World Declaration on the Survival, Protection and Development of Children 

[…] 
The commitment 

20. (6) We will work for programmes that reduce illiteracy and provide educational opportunities 
for all children, irrespective of their background and gender; that prepare children for productive 
employment and lifelong learning opportunities, i.e. through vocational training; and that enable 
children to grow to adulthood within a supportive and nurturing cultural and social context. [Pg. 
41.] 
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World Summit for Social Development 
Copenhagen, Denmark, March 6-12, 1995 

Annex II 
PROGRAMME OF ACTION OF THE WORLD SUMMIT FOR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT 

[…] 
Chapter 1 

AN ENABLING ENVIRONMENT FOR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT 
Basis for action and objectives 
[…] 
5.  The economies and societies of the world are becoming increasingly interdependent.  Trade 
and capital flows, migrations, scientific and technological innovations, communications and 
cultural exchanges are shaping the global community.  The same global community is threatened 
by environmental degradation, severe food crises, epidemics, all forms of racial discrimination, 
xenophobia, various forms of intolerance, violence and criminality and the risk of losing the 
richness of cultural diversity.  Governments increasingly recognize that their responses to 
changing circumstances and their desires to achieve sustainable development and social progress 
will require increased solidarity, expressed through appropriate multilateral programmes and 
strengthened international cooperation.  Such cooperation is particularly crucial to ensure that 
countries in need of assistance, such as those in Africa and the least developed countries can 
benefit from the process of globalization.  [Pg. 44.] 
[…] 
 

B. A favourable national and international political and legal environment 
[…] 
14. (b) Coordinating policies, actions and legal instruments and/or measures to combat terrorism, 
all forms of extremist violence, illicit arms trafficking, organized crime and illicit drug problems, 
money laundering and related crimes, trafficking in women, adolescents, children, migrants, and 
human organs, and other activities contrary to human rights and human dignity; 
[…] [Pg. 45.] 
 

Further initiatives for social development 
Geneva, Switzerland, June 26-30, 2000 

Annex 
Further initiatives for social development 

II. Review and assessment of the implementation of the outcome of the 
World Summit for Social Development 

[…] 
15. While in most countries the employment of women has increased steadily . . . At the same 
time, women’s unpaid work remains unrecognized and unaccounted for in national accounts.  To 
date, no universal measurement tools have been developed to evaluate women’s unpaid work. 
[…] [Pg. 51.] 
[The unstated programme:  Tax the work of women and get them out of the home and into the 
labor force.] 
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World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, 
Xenophobia and Related Intolerance 
Durban, August 31-September 8, 2001 

DURBAN DECLARATION AND PROGRAMME OF ACTION ADOPTED BY THE WORLD 
CONFERENCE AGAINST RACISM, RACIAL DISCRIMINATION, XENOPHOBIA AND 

RELATE INTOLERANCE 
CHAPTER I. DOCUMENTS ADOPTED BY THE CONFERENCE 

Declaration 
[…] 

General issues 
[…] 
12. We recognize that interregional and intraregional migration has increased as a result of 
globalization, in particular from the South to the North, and stress that policies toward migration 
should not be based on racism, racial, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance; 
[…] [Pg. 71.] 
 

Programme of Action 
[…] 

II.Victims of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance 
[…] 

Migrants 
27. Encourages States to promote education on the human rights of migrants and to engage in 
information campaigns to ensure that the public receives accurate information regarding 
migrants and migration issues, including the positive contribution of migrants to the host society 
and the vulnerability of migrants, particularly those who are in an irregular situation; [Pg. 73.] 
 

Other victims 
37. Urges States to take all possible measures to ensure that all persons, without any 
discrimination are registered and have access to the necessary documentation reflecting their 
legal identity to enable them to benefit from available legal procedures, remedies and 
development opportunities, as well as to reduce the incidence of trafficking; 
 
[…] 
 
47. Urges States to guarantee the rights of persons belonging to national or ethnic, religious and 
linguistic minorities, individually or in community with other members of their group, to enjoy 
their own culture, to profess and practice their own religion, and to use their own language, in 
private and in public, freely and without interference, and to participate effectively in the 
cultural, social, economic and political life of the country in which they live, in order to protect 
them from any form of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance that 
they are or may be subjected to;  [Pg. 75.] 


